
6

1 NEW YORK IIERALE
ROADWAY AND ANN sTHKKT.

JAMES GORDON BENNETT,
PROPKIKTOR.

LONDON OFFICE OF THE NEW YORK

HERALD.NO. 4ti FLEET STREET.

FuLacriptionn and AdvertiHementa will b

received ai.(l forwarded on the same terms

aa in New York.

Volamt XXXIX No. 54

17.i si.Tii. i rs this irrijnooi aidMM

OLVMPIO THKATRF,
Broadway. hctwceu Hnumon and Bieeckrr *trTt»..
VAlpKHI.I. unJ NOVKLl'V KST1-:RTAlN M KM', »i
1 :*3 r. ».; closes at It r. « aaiince si t r. si.

BROOKLYN PARK THEATRE.
opposite City Hull. Brooklyn..WHITE sAAN', at 3 P
Si clows at II P. M. Matinee at IP U

BOWERY THEATRE,
Bowery.-a vteamisoat tkii* TO .f F.R8EY, srs
UGHf THIlOl UH THE MIST. Begin* at 8 P. M.;closei
ui II P M Matiner at 2 P M.

MKS. I'OSWAV'S BROOKLYN THEATRE.
U ashiwrtou street. Brooklyn..AM V ItOBSA RT, at 3 P
M closes at II P. At. Mr* Bower*. Matiuec *12 I'. M.

METROPOLITAN THEATRE,
No !W Broadway..VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT, at
7 ll A'. U.;cloeet at 10:30 P. M. Matinee at 2P. Jl.

NIBLO'S GARDEN.
Broadwav between Prince and Houston streets..
1 KATIIEK.-ToOKI.no, at 8 P.M.; closes at 10 M P M
Matinee at 1 JO i*. M.

WOOD'" MUSK I'M,
Broadway, cornet I hirtirtb street..A QUIET FAMILY,
at It A. M. DOMHhV ANI) SON, at J P. M.; closes at
t :W P. M. THE MAN WITH THE IthD BEARD, at 8
P. M.; closes at 11 P. M

ACADEMY OF MUSIC,
Fourteenth street. corner ol Irvinn pin -e..Strakoseh
Italian Opera Troupe.AIDA at 0 P. M. close* at 11 P. M.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE.
Twent*-third siree; and Broadw ay..LOVE'S LABOR'S
Lo.-T, at 8 P. M close* at tU;30 P. M. Mr. Uarkina. Ui*a
Ada Dva.v

GRAND OPERA HOUSE,
I itthth avenue and wentv-tliird street..IIUMl'TY
DLMPTV AT SCHOOL, and VARIETY KNTERTAIN>1HNT. Begins at 7 .4.1 P M close* at 10 Mi 1\ M. Mr. U. L.
1 ox Mattuee at 1:30 P. M.

THE ATRE COMIQl'E.
No Slt Broadway.-FIRST CRIME, and VARIETY EN
1 RETAINM iiNT. Begins at 8 P. M., closes at lo ju p. m.
Matinee at 2 1'. M.

SOOTH'S TMlilTCK
.* \ t h avenue and Twenty-third street.ClIKsNEY
W'll.U, at 7 :45 P. M.; closes at 1U 45 P. M Muia. FannyJauauschek.

wu.uck'9 tukatrf.
Broadway and Thirteenth sircct.MuNFY, at S P >1.;

at 11 P M Mr. Lester Wallack. Miss JeffreysLewis.

TONV PASTOR'S OPERA HOrsE,
No ru Bowery.-N AllIKTV ENTERTAINMENT, at 9 P.
M closes at 11 1*. M. Matinee at i P. M.

BRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE.
Tnentv-third street, corner of .Sixth nveuue..CINDFRil.L t IN BLACK, NKtiKO MINSTREL-Y. Ac., at ti P.
Al ; closes at 10 P. A. Charity matiuce at 2 I*. M

COLOSSEUM,
Broadway, corner of Thirty-tilth street. .PARIS BY
MUIIT, at 10 A. M.: «atne at 1 P M. . closes at 5 P. M
sauie at if. H.| closes at 1U P. M.

steinway hall.
Fourteenth street. . CONCERT ot Caroline Rn hingslletuard's Musical Union, at 8 P. M.; closes at It) 1'. M.

oermania theatre,Fourteenth atreet.EXNfc VOUNeHME EHE, al 8 P. M.
closes at 10:45 P. M.

TRIPLESHEET.
New York, Monday, Feb. 43, 1874.
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The Aiaatian Deputies in the Prussian
Reichstag have taken the determined step of
seceding from the legislative hall. They have
returned to Strasbourg, lmperiul Germanywill no doubt treat this manifestation of
Frenoh patriotism with disdain, or may seek
to prevent a repetition of it on the part ol
others of heT newly acquired subjects by
means of penal enactments. The circumstanceindicates, notwithstanding, the ex.
ibt- nee of an aupleasant condition of feehnu

NEW YOK

| Th« Olllaato Porau of Ckarttf.Mr.
Da ma's Steal lita.

We publish aleswhwe a thoughtful article
from oar ingenious oontemporary, the Sun Mr.
Dana elaborate* a great idea, whioh canuot be
too widely discussed. It cornea from him with
more emphasis because he has striven earnestlydaring the present unhappy time to
lead to the relief of the suffering, and has
evidently thought anxiously over the best
means of doing so.

Mr. Dana's great idea Is not as important
now as it may be in the future. We entirely
concar with him that "if the best thing we
can suggest to help people who are suffering
hunger and destitution from want of work is
to ladle soup oat to them, we should say we
are to be pitied for oar want of sense almost
as much as the poor ore for want of work."
This is a sound principle. We cannot permanentlyremedy the wants of the suffering poor
in New York by any aystem of relief like that
now in operation, by the founding of soup
houses or the random distribution of any characterof bounty. But we must alleviate suffer>ing and then remedy the cause. When a pestilencebreaks out in the community the first duty
is to go among the sick and minister to their
wants. After the pestilenoe then we can look
into the sanitary conditions and see wherein
we have offended them and how we can eradicatethe offence. There is an immediate as
well as an ultimate duty. The first is to relieve,the second to prevent. Nothing, for instance,could be more absurd as a general principleof political economy than the sending
of ships laden with flour and breadstuff's to a

country like Ireland, as was done in 1848.
All the breadstnffs in America could not affect
in the least the grave social and political
problems oppressing Ireland. A famine is
impending in India. In a*few weeks millionsof Asiatics will die from starvation unlessEngland succeeds in affording artificial reliefby sending rice to Bombay, just as soup is
uonf fra fha finvatifk «*

ernmeut to adopt the policy of sending rice to
India as a matter of administration would be
to violate the plainest laws of administration.
The way to avoid famines in India is not to
send rice to Bombay, any more than the
ladling ot soap in the Seventh ward is the way
to improve the comfort and prosperity of its
inhabitants. But calamities had fallen upon
India and Ireland, corn and rice became
necessary, and, notwithstanding all that was
done by private and public influence, there
was only a partial rolief in Ireland, as we

fear greatly there will onlv be a Dartial
relief iu India.
New York affords a parallel cose. A calamityhas fallen upon the city. It came with

the last panic. No one supposes that any
amount of soup will do away with the effects
of the panio or make us secure against its
recurrence. But thousands of men, who
entered the summer assured of employment,
confident in the solvency of the great houses
and associations who commanded their labor,
found themselves suddenly oat of employment.It was not their fault any more than
it was the fault of the Irish peasant that the
blight destroyed the potato, or the fault of
the Hindoo that rain did not fall in Bengal.
It was simply a calamity, a visitation of God
to them, menacing thousands with want and
starvation. There is no large city in the

> world with so small a pauper class as New
York. As a general thing oar poor, no
matter how pour, are free from the necessity
of begging. Mendicancy is revolting to the

j mind of the humblest workingman. When,
j therefore, we see mendicancy, it means far
> more than it would mean in other communities.When this winter began there wag
3 scarcely a highway where we did not find
1 beggars. They were not professional beggars,

because we really hare no such class in New
E York. They were simply honest, poor,
u worthy men, driven to beg or die. And when,
3 instructed and warned by these symptoms,

we set on foot an inquiry into their causes,
ii the result was painlul and appalling.
" We discovered that a large, worthy and

xnoBt interesting class of our people
^ was on the brink of universal want.

Of course if we had known this last
summer.if we had known, among other

1 things, that Jay Cooke and the Spragues and
s others were going to fail; that we were to have j
c- a panic in all business, the shrinking of val-

ues, the paralysis of industry and the sudden
4 throwing of thousands of worthy men out of
j employment, we could have devised the wisest
_ remedies. There would then have been time

for the elaboration and fulfilment of Mr.
\. rWaria'a iHaa nn/1 Af fho irlota r\t AfKo*

f thoughtful men. But when the truth came

^ npon ns we had no time. Immediate relief
was necessary. Mr. Dana argues that, aa a

general role, those who want soup do not de-
serve it; that the decent and industrious
workingman would only go for soup in "the
last extremity." This is perfectly true, and

0 we can best describe the situation by calling
this "the last extremity." Mr. Dana has only

s* to visit one of these institutions to see that

p those who seek their aid are not ' 'the vaga-
r

bond poor." Would, indeed, that they were

3 only the vagabond poor, or that we had no

jKJor but those who became bo from vagabond
P wajB."the helpless, blighted members of the

race, the chronic poor and dependent." The
"* question would be an easy one to solve. Our

reports show that those in want now are pre-
cisely "that large class" denominated by Mr.

1 Dana "the decent, industrious poor."
For the present we are all doing our best,

The arrangements in New York are now so

nerfect that anv case of actual want and
1 suffering would be almost impossible, and we

_
* ahull go through the winter, we suppose, more
"* comfortably. But what of the future? And

I
' in dealing with the future we admire the wis.v«dpm of Mr. Dana's great idea. '"We see no

s renioj." be says, "why, in a great city like
" New Yol& an<b indeed, in all our chief cities,

there cantfo* be established by individual
effort manufactory^ an<^ mechanical, and
even artistic, centres whe^'ab°r thrown out

of its ordinary employment occupationat reduced rates of pay.cefd*^' t>f *n*

dustry, where individuals, skilled aid
unskilled, might find something to doN&T'
prices which wonld afford them far more thai/
one or two bowls of soup per day." This is
very true, and Mr. Dana shows that, "in the
various manufactures of wood, of leather, of
iron, and even of cotton and wool and paper,
aud the thousand and one subordinate mixed
iudustries, an immense proportion of the
labor thrown occasionally out of its custom-
ary avocations might find even remunerative
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employment in such centre* of occupation f«l
the unemployed. *' Then comes the practical
inference that "it would take oom|«afaU*oly
email sum to initiate an experiment in some

aingle branch of industry; and if it should t<e
successful, aa we feel euro it might be, what a
wide vista of hope it would open for the
future of every crowded community, and what
a world of genuine relief it would afford to the
estimable poor, aa well aa to those charitable
aoula who ao willingly employ time and
money in their behalf!"
We think thia is a great and sound Ilea.

There may be some trouble in adjuating the
details of the experiment. Mr. Dana assures
us that it wonld take a small mm to initiate
it in some single branch of industry. Hilton
is not rich in successful precedents of tin*
kind. But we presumo the experiments Lars
never been hoiiest.lv and nalinlw tried In

England co-operation la now the favorite
panacea for poverty ; but even co-optation
la on triaL Capital shelters itself so securely
and commands the laws of trade so inflexibly
that co-operation can only partially assert the
rights of the deserving poor. Louis Blanc
had some enthusiastic visions of vast laboring
unions in 1B48, with the palacoe as uatioual
workshop; but somehow the plan did Dot
sucoeed. The experiments in America about
thirty years ago, when some of our foremost
minds, like Emerson, Groeleyand Hawthorne,
believed that Fourier had solved the problem,can scircoly be cited as encouraging
precedents. Brook Farm, the most celebrated
attempt of all, began under the best auspices,
and was managed by humane and gifted men.
But it did not succeed. The work could not
be properly divided. We think it was Emersonwho wittily said that while one man

felt it his duty to work in the fields
tba other believed it bis duty to
look at him from the window. So
with other irestitutions.Strawberry Farm, in
New Jersey, for instance. The two farms have
long since fallen into the hands of prosy
farmers, who till them for gain. And if we

were to establish anti-poverty workshops in
New York they might incur the same disastrousrisk, unless managed with prudence and
skill and strong business sense.

So that, while we are not stimulated by
these precedents, we feel that the idea is
worthy of renewed trial We appreciate as

fully as Mr. Dona "the totally inadequate natureof existing arrangements for the relief of
a worthy and deserving class of our population."We shall welcome and aid every way
in our power any experiment that may be
tried for their relief. If Mr. Dana's great idea
can be entrusted to the management of careful
business men, and not to enthusiasts like
Louis Blanc, with his national workshop
nlans. it will, we are confident lead to onnd
results. We shall be happy to see it attempted,especially if Mr. Dana will not confoundthe immediate duty of relicying misery
with the ultimate duty of devising means to
prevent its recurrence. That seems to be the
only weak point in his argument.
Admiral Porter oa Naval IneAclency.
The report of Admiral Porter to the Secretaryof the Navy, which we print this morn-

ing, points to a good deal of inefficiency in
the navy for which Congress is not responsible,and suggests some improvements for
which Congress will be responsible unless his
views are adopted. It may be token as a

truism that no navy in the world is worse
manned than ours. Admiral Porter suggestsa remedy in the apprentice system,and his suggestion is both wise
and timely. We must have skilled seamenwho are American citizens for our vessels
in time of war, and the only way by which a

supply seems possible is by a system that
trains men for a service to which they may
return. It is astonishing that any necessity
should exist for Admiral Porter's remarks
about the absence of life-saving apparatus on
our vessels, and the neglect should no longer
be disregarded. The greater part of Admiral
Porter's report is taken up with his
discussion of the torpedo system. The remarkablepart of what the Admiral has to
say on this subject is in the fact that he
neither fails to expose the indifference ol our
naval officers to this means of defence nor
to impress its importance upon the departmentand on Congress. It is believed that
torpedoes will become an efficient means of
coast and harbor defence, but they cau only
be made useful by the skill of the officers and
men in the torpedo service. The system is
a new element in naval warfare, and is as yet
imperfectly understood and awkwardly prac-
tined. Admiral Porter's incisive discussion of
its necessity and his explicit instructions regardingits practice, both for perfecting it as a

part of the science of war and making it valuableIn the emergencies of battle, commend
themselves to the common sense of the country.Indeed, his report is in every sense an

eminently common sense report and one that
ought to receive the full attention of Congress
and the Secretary of the Navy.
The Cubtain Has Fallen on the second act

of the new opera, "La Diva en Maschera."
Mine. Lucca, Mile. Di Murska and Signor
Yizzani have sailed from Havana for New
York, after depositing in the hands of the
Court the required sum of money for the
chorua and orchestra. A court scene, with
red fire and introductory ballet and the
tableau of the payment of the money, might
be worked up into a musical ensemble equal to
the "Benediction des Poignards" of Meyerbeer,while the joyous roulades of the released
song birds and the frantic exultation of the triumphantchorus would furnish a theme worthy
of Wagner's pen. The reflections of the chorus
and orchestra that they have yet to await the
pleasure of the Spanish Court, and ondure,
perhaps, a deal of vexatious delay, while their
board bills are daily increasing to an uuwar!rantuble extent, would make an effective subjectin a minor key. Then the lament of the
operatic agent, left behind like "the poor
Exile of Erin," forms a capital close to the
second act. Helika, under the deadly upas
tree, watching the departure of Vasco di
Gama's ship, could in this case be trans!|0-med into a tenor, sitting on the dingy
*ha»f Havana, while the steamer passes

kew tbo fruWmn8 walla of
Morfo Castle,

Th« Question or Isdian CrmxvsHr? is
be brought before the House of Representativesto-day by Mr. Hhanks. of Indiana, in a
resolution he has given notice to introduce,(instructing the Committee on Indian AJEairai

'KBKUARV T.y WljMB
to investigate and import to the House the
statue of the Indians of Iks United Mates as

to atiieoahip under the constitution, with
suoh suggestions ue may a- em pepper end just
touching their tttte to property and other
rights and privileges. Mr. Mhanke has stated
that he believes the Indians are oitiacns under
the constitution as it has been amended, and
he has been working to have the question ere

trrmined by Congress. If the Indians be
| citizens how nan they be denied the right of
voting f Then what is to beooms of the
tnatiM which tun hu>n madt with these as a

K-pttreU people f It te a wry dim question
I and inenlem many difficulties. It would ba
' curious to wk Urn red men go up to the balI
lot bos to depomt thcur rotea However, thry
would know as much about the ballot M many
of the negroes of the South did whan they
went ftrat enfranchised.

Mr. BMfh'a BilMMfSlaarr » »».

Mr. Henry Bvrgh ia one of tlioaa excellent
mil enthusiastic gentlemen who permit their
omotiona to ran away with their judgment.
This istbeonly theory upon which we can an

derxt-ind the extraordinary "bill relating to
Muitnala," to whieb we made reference yoeterdayMow, we oan understand bow a wiae
aioMore might be adopted, compelling ignorantand brutal men to abow more mercy to
their animal* and more regard for their oomfortTliia we understand to be the real meaningof Mr. Bergh'a mission, the real function
of the aociety over which he preaidea In a

work of thia kind be will command the admirationand sympathy of all humane tuen.

sut Mr. Bcrgh follows his theory, and is
alworbed by it until it beoomee a passion, a!-
most a monomania. And, we aaj it with the
utmost regret, when be enters upon it be becomesm rapt in its contemplation aud as

insensible to mere suggestions of common

sense as the valiant and generous Don
Quixote when he discoursed ou chivalry.
Upon what other theory oau we understandhie bill f Whoever commits
a cruolty upon an animal shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor. In othor words, our

butchers aud fishermen must abandon their
calling or be prepared to follow Mr. Tweed to
Blackwell'a Island. Then, all Mr. Bergh's
agents are to have the powers of sheriflti, with
permission to search houses and make arrests
aud seizures. So that no housewife can

plunge a struggling lobster into the pat or

arrange a quantity of living oysters for a soup
without being in peril from one of Mr. Bergh's
sheriffs. Surelv it was never £erioualv in.
tended to give this power to any body of irresponsiblemen- who may wear the badge of his
romantic society. No one would seriously objectto a visit from Mr. Bergh himself to look
after the lobsters, the oysters, the clams or other
suffering dwellers in the kitchen, because he is a
gentleman and would be welcome everywhere.
But we cannot say so much for those he may
employ. Heaven knows, what with policemen,municipal and private detectives, revenueagents, Custom House spies, informers,
the emissaries of Mr. Sanborn and Colonel
Howe, the atmosphere swarms with agents
enough without hatching another brood to do
the bidding of the President of the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Let there be a just, wise, humane law, really

reaching the eviL Mr. Bergh knows very
well that certain animal* have certain nsee in
the economy of life ; that some must labor,
like the horse and oxen ; that others must die
for our uses.beasts and fish and birds. This is
a law as ancient and immutable as our human
necessities. What Mr. Bergh really wants to do,
as we understand him, is to secure these ani-
rnols from unnecessary pain. He would not interferewith the slaughter of a pig or the exterminationof a rat He has learned, we hare
no doubt what savory mysteries may be envelopedin a tender steak, deftly cooked with
mushrooms or truffles. He does not propose
to interfere with that nor with the terrapin
and turtle on their way to become soup He
means that animals not necessary for food
shall not be slain wantonly, that horsss shall
not be overdriven or badly fed, that we shall
not bare bull fights or bear baiting. Let bini
draw a moderate, plain, sensible bill providing
for this and this alone, and there will be no

objection to its passage. Bat there is a

serious objection to passing any bill that will
submit Kew York to the enthusiasm of Mr.
Bergb's imagination, and, more particularly,
give him power to add another swarm to the
multitude of officials who now prey upon
society under the belief that they administer
justice and execute the laws.

The Spring Season of Italian Opera.
The penitential season of Lent, with its

typical sackcloth and ashes, will be bright-
ened up this evening by an event to which
the music-loving public of New York look foriward with interest and hopefulness. The
Strakosch Italian Opera Company, that by
the completeness of its ensemble more than by
the merits of any particular artist won the
hearty, earnest support and endorsement of
metropolitan opera-goers last fall, appears at
the Academy of Music to-night in Verdi's
last and most remarkable work, "Atda." The
production of this work in America, long beforeany ot the European impresarii ventured
to present it, except in the cases of a few
Italian managers, is a triumph for the cause
of lyric art here. The representative ooera
houses of London, Paris, Vienna, Berlin
and St. Petersburg, with all the wealth
of lyric material and government supportat their command, must, in this
particular instance, yield to the superior enterpriseshown at the New York Academy. No
opera of late years has attracted more attentionand interest and provoked more discussionthan the last work of Verdi. European
critics speak learnedly and earnestly about its
merits, and in Germany some of the highest
^musical authorities are divided into two
schools, one in favor of and the other opposed
to the new departure of the composer from his
Well known style of opera writing. Yet,
strange to sayTno manager therenaa tTie enterpriseto furnish a fitting illustration of the
Inuch-disputed question by producing the
opera. It was reserved for New York to be
the first city, after Cairo and a few Italian
towns, to eujoy the privilege ofhearing and witjnessingthe opera, placed on the stage in a style
corresponding with the efforts of our best.
theatrical managers. Not content with this j
aignai evidence of operatic enterprise, Mr.
Strakoscti proposes this season to bring out

(j Wagner's grandest work, Lohengrin," with

^ (kd saiae completeness of tWKvnbU and Derfoc-

L.B tjiflSKl'.
lion of mire en aohtt that characterised
first representation of "Alda."
W» have repeatedly aaeerted in those

ooluune the feasibility of the produotion of.
large operatio works at the Academy of Music
with the same attention to detail as may be
found in the performance of comedioa at
Wallaek'a or the Fifth Arenas Theatre. Mr.
Strakoaoh has the experiment, and it
has proved an incontestable success. It only
remains for him and his successors to carry
out the idea in all operas, and not to descend
from the high standard of art thus happily
inaugurated.
An interesting feature of the forthcoming'

season will be the farewell engagement of
Man. Nilsoon in America. The magnetio
power exevoiaed by the Swedish Nightingale
onr the hearts of the American publio by the
crystalline purity of her voice, the artastio
Amah of her vocal school, the intensity of her
dramaho art and the complete absorption of
her individuality in each rile she undertakes,
have been universally felt and acknowledged.Whether it be the Gretchcn of Goethe,
in the lyrio raiment of Gounod; the Bride of
Lammermoor, with Donizetti's florid measures;the "Dame aux Camolios," with her
sad, pitiful history and heart-broken
mrlodim; the humble Mignon and
her simple leys, or the heroine of love, Valentine,end the immortal straiiis called into existenceby the gonius of Meyerbeer, the name
of Christine Nilason will ever be associated
with those roles in the hearts of Now York
ipera-goeia. Since Marty's troupe came from
Havana, over twenty years ago, and gave
opera at the Caatls Garden Opera House, wo
have had no company to oompete with the
htrakoseh troupe in point of ensemble and excellence,oven in tho smallest details. It is to
be hoped that this company will prove the
otvnl eomrisr of a lasting reform in Italian
opera in this city.
* 111 Psrlhtr Gleaaas of Llfk(~As

Appeal U Aellfteu Rsscor.
Brace end Barnard give us another flash of

light upon their movements. They inform us
that the Hssold's "attacks on the charitable
institutions of the oity are oonflned exclusively
tothe Protestant charities .those institutions
which are under Roman Catholic management
are left alone." "This is carrying bigotry
pretty far." We should think eo. These
salaried philanthropists accomplish two pur.a«a tKta uiatemAnt « »«# "tUnt «»

j'"ww wwuiou*. Aurj imij nuav m uu"

true about the Hkiui.d, and they make that
appeal to religious rancor which history alwayssbowa to ba the resource of the ignorant
and narrow-minded.
Our readers will certainly not require us to

say anything in response to the assertion that
we ever make discriminations, either in the
way of praise or blame, on the ground of
religion. Our columns this morning show
the impartiality with which we treat all
religious questions, as they hare shown it on a

thousand oocasions before.
Mr. Brace is said to be in the habit of

risiting Europe at the expense of the charitablepeople who support his institution. We
are afraid that he has learned one eril custom
in these journeys.that of religious intolerance.He has no doubt met with Englishmen
who bare no politics bat prejudices, who professnow all the anger and malice that were
common in the times of the religions wars,
and who contemplate a renewed religions war
with exultation. These fanatics are inuinly of
an ignoble and ignorant type, with rude iritis
of speech and occasional access to th« newspapers.We can understand Low they would
impress Mr. Brace. But if he spent more of
his time at home, and gave some attention to
the institutions and genius of America, he
would know that there could be no argument
more absurd and injurious to the person m&k-
ing it than this appeal to the spirit which
hanged Quakers and burned witches two centuriesago. In this country, Mr. Brace will
permit us to inform him. there is the utmost
freedom of conscience, and nothing could be
more offensive to right-minded Protestants
than these Wliitechapel and Bethnal Green
appeals to Protestantism. This is particu-
larly so because America is a Protestant
country, every State and, with scarcely an ex-

ception, every city and town being largely
inhabited by Protestants. These appeals are

made to the religious convictions of the ma-

jority of our citizens. But they are noue
the less impotent and grotesque. In England,
as we have said, such appeals have still a cer-

tain influence among the lower orders of
fanatics, and we see in the Tichborne case

that they have been used with pertinacity aud
zeal. Bat even in England, and especially in
the Tichborne case, public opinion ha* indicatedvery plainly that these crtide and vulgar
imputations are sadly unbecoming the char-
acter of an English gentleman.

Let Mr. Brace leave these imputations and
this style of rhetoric to Itethnal Green, where
it belongs; and, instead of endeavoring to

impose upon onr jieople the forgotten anger
and strife of religions intolerance in England,
let him tell us something about his books.
What we wish to know is what is done with
the money subscribed to his institution?
How much goes to the poor and how much to
salaries? How much does he expend on his
foreign trips? If Mr. Brace will give us this
information we shall not quarrel with anythinghe pleases to say about onr "bigotry."

Benjamin Disraeli.

The reappearance of Benjamin Disraeli as

the Prime Minister of England would under
any circumstances be a most interesting event,
for in bis personality he is one of the most

interesting characters in history; but he
comes back to power as the leader of a reaction.arevolution, as it were; and, if his
pledges mean anything, he will give new life
and spirit to English government at home
and English statesmanship abroad. The
meaning of the triumph of the tories is that
wo shall have a more Encrlish snirit in admin-
istmtion.the spirit of Walpole and CastlereagfcMid Palmorston. Mr. Disraeli as the
champion of thin policy annumex an impor- j
tanco almost grotenque, for there is nothing in
his character or bis intellect to justify ns in

anticipating the robust and lusty statesmanshipof the old tories who believed war to he
the first duty of England. We can understandsomething of the new Ministry from a

study of the admirable sketch we print else-
where of Mr. Disraeli, lie is a man who will

govern England with wisdom sud tact, and
not with the spirit of adventure. It is a life
Of romance, and as it nmmm ww »,ft **»

shadowy period of threescore and ten, we

may almost feel that we are contemplating Us
close.

"v.
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Our <v,,eoti°n of sermons to-day embraces
chiefly topiet th*t hav# » peculiar referenoa
either te the de^ ' We devote to the honor of
our great eap»ain--Vv*«"ngton.or to the teasonin which we ooma^®morate tte teraP**_
tiona, sorrows and sufferfiaj" ot mT

Captain.the Lord Jesus OhryJ- Of tne latterclass is that delivered in the
the Archbishop, who explained th^jrhmiflcanoeof this holy season of Lent as mfr>>
stood by the Catholic Church, and urged its'
importance in a spiritual sense to help As
soul toward a better life and holier thoughts'
and aspirations. Of similar purport is the
sermon preached by Dr. McGlynn in St
Stephen's church, where also in the evening
the Rev. Mr. McCreedy took up a practical
feature of this season.namely, repentaaoe.
and explained its nature, the neoessity for it*
the manner and form of its effects, and ths
importance of promptly getting into fall sympathywith Qod's commandments and keeping
them.
Of the other class.national sermons.is thai

delivered by Dr. Fulton in Hanson -place Bap-
tiat church, Brooklyn, on AmericanIsm in
Church and State. Ignoring the old interpretationsof the Apocalyptic woman fleeing
into the wilderness on the wings of a great
eagle, and remaining there for one thousand
two hundred and sixty years, Dr. Fulton
believes that America is the wilderness referredto, and that here is to be the great battleground of Protestantism and Romanism.
The Doctor will no doubt hold a high commissionin the Protestant ranks when that great
conflict comes, though he believes the power
of Bomanism in America is broken. Why,
then, wasto time in discussing the question
whether America is to be Bomanized or BomanismAmerioanized? The ignorance, bigotryand superstition of Catholics born here
is something terrible if Dr. Folton speaks
correctly, and his battle cry is, "Put none

but Americans on gnard." We hope such a

cry will never be taken up by any great proportionof the people of this land. His fling at the
Roman Catholic press has but the barest shade
of fact in it, and is doubtless but a cheap ad-
vertisement for his own anti-Catholic journal.
Of a national charaoter, also, is the sermon

delivered bj the Rev. Henry Powers in the
Church of the Messiah. He indicated the directionof Washington's greatness. He was

really great in the bulk and compactness of
his practical powers ; he was great intellectually,but the excellency and chief distinction
of Washington's greatness were, however,
moral. He left behind him as a priceless
treasure to his countrymen the example of a

stainless life. This is more than a few of his
successors will leave, or have left, and surely
it is more than "the average Congressmanof to-day" can ever gain,
either by purchase or inheritance. Ths
name of George Washington is too sacred
and pure to be mentioned in the same breath
with that of the man who pookets Credit
Mobilier funds and then addresses Sunday
schools on the importance of honesty and integrityin life, or who btaggers to or from his
home under the influence of liqnor one day
and the next sbonts "hurrah" for the woman's
crusade against rum. And who, as Mr.
Powers inferontially asks, is responsible
for the average Congressman of to-day
but ourselves ? We, his conituents,
make him what he is, and he undoubtedlyfairly represents the average moral
character of the community that sends him to
Washington Here, too, is a field for the exerciseof woman's influence to tarn the tide of
politics toward morality, as it is now evidently
going farther and farther away from it

Aside from the two general snbjeots above
named two others have attracted more or less
attention in the pulpits of Brooklyn. The
great feature of the Sabbath in that City of
Churches was tne dedication 01 ur. Tannages
mammoth Tabernacle, a bouse capable of seating4,000 persons.the largest free church on

this Continent, erected at a cost of $100,00%
all of whioh has been paid or was subscribed
for yesterday. The union sentiment was fully
recognized in the dedicatory services.
Baptist, Methodist, Congregational and
Presbyterian ministers met on the same platformand gave their words of cheer to pastor
ami people, and "the groat Methodist Church
beggar" of this country and this century managedthe financial part, so that the people
allowed him to pick their pockets very cheerfully.

It is quite likely that Mr. Boocher had in
his mind yesterday, while preaching his missionarysermon, some of those long established
benevolent institutions of New York which objectto charity being administered except by
themselves. Let a new almoner appear in (Ha

city, anil, like a strange ox or a new (owl in the
farmyard, he is gored by all or packed
by all. Man, says Mr. Beecber, is worth
more than all science. There is no gift so

precious as one's self. We hare no right
to trust communities other than by the rule
that those who have are debtors to those who
have not, the world over.

Tax Cai-ebrariom or Washington's Bibthdat.Owing to the fact that the anniversary
of Washington's Birthday oocnrred this year
on Sunday its celebration will take place in
most of the cities and towns to-day. PreparationsLave been made in this city and

Brooklyn for its proper observance. Yesterdaythe United Order of American Mechanic*
honored the memory of the Father of His

Country by an oration at the Cooper Institute,
but the more l»oisteroua patriotism waited for
a day. It is a beautiful custom, this annusl
tribute to Washington's genius and aervioee,
and while its observance continues we Deed
scarcely fear for the safety of the Republic.
Moss Pbactical Chasitt. James 01van/

will distribute a hundred loaves of hr<w<l
among the poor of the Seventh War 1 twioe a
week tor three week*. Tbu u another example
of feeding the poor without the intcrfMMition of
Halaried chanty.
Tub Jarimwx lxscuufcTioa in the neigh*

borbood of Na^aaaki in making rapid
progreM according to the lata* advioee
from London by cable 1 be report* may,
perliajia, contain a eery "iiiggerated account
of the movement, any denial <>t the
authority of the ruling power being aucb
a novel, unexpected etuo on the uaft of
the heretic*,


